Chapter XV
GERMANY, THE NATION THAT WAS FOUNDED
TOO LATE
MERELY for the sake of convenience I have divided the different
countries of Europe into racial or cultural groups, and I have
started my general discussion with those nations which still
showed unmistakable evidences of having been Roman colonies
ere they began an independent political existence.
It is true that Rome had also conquered the Balkans and that
in one country at least (Rumania) the Latin language has sur-
vived as the national tongue. But the great Mongolian, Slavic,
and Turkish invasions of the Middle Ages have so completely
destroyed all evidence of Roman civilization in that part of the
world that it would be decidedly erroneous to include the Balkan
monarchies in the present discussion, wherefore I shall now bid
farewell to the Mediterranean rangeof-influcnce and proceed
to that other form of civilization which was of Germanic origin
and which came to be centred around the North Sea and the
Atlantic Ocean.
There is (I have already told you that when I spoke of France)
a vast semicircular plain which stretches all the way from the
eastern Russian hills, where the Dnieper and the Dvina and the
Neva and the Volga take their origin, to the Pyrenees. The
southern part of that semicircle was brought under Roman control
a very short time after the Germanic tribes began their mysterious
migrations towards the west. The eastern part, even then, seems
to have been occupied by those nomadic Slavic masses which
replenished themselves just as rapidly as they were killed off, and
which therefore, like the rabbits of Australia, were invincible.
Thus the only part that was still available when the hungry
Teutonic invaders appeared upon the scene was that big square
which stretched from the Vistula on the cast to the Rhine delta on
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